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70 THE READER. 


Wo W HO EVER dares to publiſh his unbelief of he 
| charity and honeſty of the Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
pPoral (as they ſay) of this world, is branded the 
enemy of his God and kind. Now arguments are 
wanted to ſatisfy the minds of labouring people 

„ about the divine right of kings, and the divine poſ- 
th 2 tulates of prieſts ; and hence the rod of civil, and 
1 the curſe of eccleſiaſtical government are vehe. 

. " mently exerted in proportion to the loſſes ſuſtained 
nin paſſive obedience and reverence. But in this 
%S _ way authority only covers the coals of fury to break 
| out to greater fire. The corporal and mental make 

brave elaſtic force; and hence recover all and more 
than the place they loſe by bad repulſe. The 

mind, afraid to think aloud, ruſhes from the goad 

FS. of ſuppreſſion, over the lines of moderation. It is 

a day of violent perſecution, and hence provoked 
| deſperation : in ſuch, a day honeſty were the beſt 
policy; but honeſty is no article in the tablets of 
power: if ſometime admitted, it is for uſes of am- 
bition. Honeſty and policy are as diſtinR in the 
ſtate as faith and reaſon in the church. However, 
BANE their mutual commerce holds, kings and 
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$ ” prieſts may fay _ do as they pleaſe : the dofrines we. 
# of myſtery fix mankind to the purpoſes of ariſtocra=” . 
4 cy; and hence the aid and the gift af ſtate to the . 
1 miniſtry is neceſſary to the very exiſtence of roy- 
= alty or nobility. Whence it comes that church 
= and ſtate flouriſh, and decay, and periſh together. 
1 The fierce acquiſition of ſome outlandiſh ſavage, | 
=p ſome ruffian prince, is preached up by prieſts as | 
"Sh _. gracious and religious. And from this (a conceſ- | 
13 ſion) it is that they demonſtrate the will of millions, 
1 injuſtice and impiety againſt bloody laws enforced 
1 5 | by an antique robber, or conqueror ; and infide- | 
W lity againſt the red exattions of regal caprice and 
1 avarice. From this they curſe, as atheiſts, a great 
people, who (after groaning through ages under 
| the feet of power, hereditary from ſuch inhuman _ 
I! right alone) roſe in deſperate unanimity, anette 
i _ dragged lofty. tyrants, and their ugly minions, in | 
1 the duſt, and held up to the nations the firſt ex- 
1 ample of the invincible force of degraded mn 
b Yet, while the ſword of power cuts with vi. 1 
þ gor, many extol the ſtroke from fear and venality; 7 
j ” and while people (to ſave character and life) grant, 
j or profeſs to believe, the myſteries and cruelties of 
$ | the: hierarchy, prieſts eaſily prove ſomething, or even 
9 any. thing, where all, where every thing 1 is given. 
1 This is the cauſe that they are enemies to rational 
I f enquiry into their horrid dogmas; for they are 
aware, that reaſon in thinking of old ſubverted the 
Lbyrinths of en better than themſelves. 
— y Oug | 


They are well aware that the dome of church and 
ſtate is held up by credulity and tyranny ; and that 
while they can ſecure the former, there is no dan- 

ger of loſing the latter. This is notorious, ſince, 
as faſt as credulity goes away, the dome ſhakes, 

1 tyranny totters to the fall. 

The preſent circumſtance of Europe ſhows a 
general revolution, againſt ſuch duplicity, highly 
probable: The inverſions of nature, and perver- 

ſions of reaſon, have nearly made their rounds in 

| the cycles of time. Whether like hypocriſy and 
fury will again go the circuits of coming ages is 

235 known, I take it, to providence alone;—to eternal 

j providence that ſtamps the colors, and ſhapes the 

| directions of life; and that ſuffers, in wiſdom ſuf- 


fers, the Karg zone and tortures of our kind. 
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Mruzacurovs are the powers of the Hazel- 
tree, if Iriſh legends be true: By it St. Patrick _ 
deſtroyed all the fiends and ſerpents and noxious _ 
animals that once infeſted Ireland. Now this 
wooden virtue is as religiouſly believed, and as well 
authenticated there as any revealed truth. I have 


myſelf heard a learned monk declare it from the 


pulpit on Patrick's day, when the labors of the 
tutelar God, and his caduceus, are always the pious 


ſubject of national declamation. Wherefore, ſince 


the Hibernian Saint was able by it to overcome 


the helliſh legions, that ſwarmed over the face of 


lerne, perhaps the devils and atheiſts of France 
might be conquered with Hazel, fince they are 
found proof to all the muſquetry and artillery 


ſwords and bayonets of Europe. Our wiſe mini- 


ſters, that ſo well underſtand the policy of war, 
will, I have little doubt, ſpurn this . wn and 


ſee its ſagacity too late, 
That government flows from parental RY 


I am as well aſſured as that I exiſt : the firſt hand 


of 8 1 wy was V mn 83 and the firſt ſcep- 


tre 


— 2 


1 


tre a hazel rod. I often ae my father a ty- 
rant, and I often wiſhed the rod to the devil: but 
1 bumoured my father, for though a child, 1 was 
too cunning to brave the arm of deſpotiſin —deſ- 
potiſm is then the oldeſt and the beſt form, if the 


governor be equal to the taſk. You may extol 


the beauty of a mixed form, but complexity the 
beſt (we know it) is ſtill perplexity very bad. Give 
me a deſpot brave, good, and ſkillful, and I will 
be his humble ſervant ſooner. then freehoider to 
the firſt limited monarch that ever was, is, or will 
be. Should I deſerve it, this deſpot will ſay to the 


executioner “ away with him,” Thus the life of 
a fellow-creature is ſacrificed in the eaſieſt, and 


common ſafety ſecured in the ſhorteſt manner. 1 


do not get ſlow poiſon and murder in a baſtile, or 


an iron cage, from inferior tyrants, that, perhaps, 5 
kiſs che footſtool of a fool; and that expect, yes, 
. extort, the ſame baſe ſubmiſſion to themſelves from 

the very people that ſupport the fool i in PI 
pay the jacks in office. : 
The late King of Pruſſia was a deſpot ta my. 
mind: he made a little territory the terror of all 
Europe. Had a miniſterial ſnake inſinuated to him 
| that the French are atheiſts, he had commanded the 
wiley ſerpent to his voluminous functions, and pri- 


vate devotions: But had. the French come againſt 


him, he had poſted to meet them, without wearing 
away campaigns, and playing off the boyiſh honors, 
and N the ſplendid tactics of war before walled 

0s : 


— 8 : 
* _ 


3 7 1 
Places and caſtles: be bad never laviſhed lives 
And treaſures in the glories of fire- works and ſkye- 


+ . An army of atheiſts, flanked by all ie 


combined powers—of hell, and the devil himſelf at 
their head, had never taken Sileſia from Old Fred. 
Frederick, that wielded the ſword in one hand, and 
graſped the helm of ſtate in the other; Frederick, 
that did not ſuffer the veſſel to reel at the mercy 
of knaves, that have their own ſmuggling, and trick 
and traffick, to the loſs and peril of the general 
crew; Frederick, that examined the ability of the 
man to his place, an and that made him do his duty ; | 


Frederick, that did not leave the petitions of his 


ſubjeQs to commiſſioners, and gaugers ;—no, his 
own eyes and ears were quick to perceive ; and 
his heart was valiant, and prompt to avenge, and 
kind to redreſs the wrongs of his people. Our. 
happy connettion with his ſucceſſor ought to make 
us hide his faults (had he any), and ſhew his vir- 
tues. But though the greatneſs and lovelineſs of 


Js charaQer call aloud for our tribute of praiſe, 


a recent homage of the country to ſuch noble qua- 
| lities (homage that our enemies may call, if they 
_ pleaſe, the vacant ſagacity, and blind prodigality 
of John Bull) make the leaſt diſplay unneceſſary. 
| Suffice it to mention, that only for his fidelity to 
his amiable ſiſter of Ruſſia, and his great piety to 
the Poliſh cauſe, perhaps, he had furniſhed the 
ſtipulated troops; though not with the faith and 
truth he gives to the aſſignation of a wiſtreſs ; or 
| his 
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continent, to o exerciſe our young men in 85 fields 


„ „ 


his generous alacrity to accept our pecuniary on 


mony to his inimitable worth. 


This circumitance muſt continue, as ; long as 


royalty, a ſmiling anecdote of miniſterial provi- 


dence, Pruſſian price, and Britiſh independence. 
By the way I cannot help obſerving, that from the 


excellent conduct of the allies, . we cannot but ſee 1 


how much we are indebted to them; and how much 


Ve ought to be pleaſed for taking as uſual, the bur- 
den and expence of continental trouble: ſo that 


by our interference we have given Europe the 


proſpect of peace for ages; and fixed the dagons 


of the earth in adamantine niches for ever; and | 
alſo ſecured ourſelves from Jacobiniſm. Whence 


the blind: Sampſons of liberty may grope and tug 


at the eternal pillars of royalty, to the laugh and 


the joke of all the noble afſembly of Philiſtines— 
ſuch is the pleaſant face of things. Upon the 
whole, I take it, experience teaches us that the 
earth was made for kings; and ſhould the preſent 


royal houſe, by fate or peſtilence, be ever defunQ, 


we muſt ſurely invite an head from Germany, that 
happy foil of princes, as Arabia is of horſes. The 
Engliſh are ſtrong and tame as elephants; but no 
more fit for running the races, or winning the 


prizes of kingdoms, than affes to contend with race- 


horſes. This is the reaſon and neceſſity that they 


are ever the ſubjects of foreigners, who keep their 


courts in London; and hereditary thrones on the 


of 


E | 
of glory ; - and our old ones 1 cabinets of 
N | 
e is always a rod. in the hands of rulers; ; 
and in mixed governments you muſt take care: in 
any of the ſimple forms there is a beaten path ; and / 
hence you know your way: but in England, bang 
me, if you can aſcertain any determinate road, or 
Know when you are ſafe, In the fortune of the 
Romans, the way of the nobles and patricians 
- againſt the tribunes and plebeians was to cry out 
— The ſtate is in danger!” And thus (as their 
: phraſe runs) that the republic take no detriment, 
they clefted a diftator: whence the democracy, all 
at once, became a government of the greateſt ty- 
ranny. - Now this, I do think, is very like the ſuſ-_ 
penfion of our conſtitution” far above the reach of 
the people: but it mult be granted, that ſo, it riſes 
| nearer to the ſublime ſpeculation of De Lolme *, 
ho balanced it upon nothing, the way God poized 
the planets i in the air. Thus the laws of England 
are ever and anon ſuſpended; left the magiſtrates 
be changed; and then the charters and rights are 
returned, when governors do not want the lives and 
properties of the people; and when they find it 
expedient, in their tender mercy, to let them out to 
_ grals, and huſks, to fatten up a (winiſh brood, and 
hoard up treaſures for their own pious uſes. In 
this way De Lolme's conſtitution exiſts in the 
clouds, or in empty ſpace, like the republic of 


O Vide his Title Page,——ponderibus libratz ſais. 
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5 Plato : : the nic was rather unhappy | in 14 
 _ - time, for had England flouriſhed in his day, he need 


but alter his title-page, and apply it as truly and 


aptly as the German ſtateſman did his book to our 
monarchy; which, though he was good enough to 
limit in theory, we find nothing the leſs for that 
abſolute in practice. But ſurely, if the great man 
had attended only a little to Britiſh uſage, he had 
never ſailed his balloon by the planetary laws of 
Kepler. I am no ſceptic to aftronomy : Newton 
-touched the ſprings of divine regulation; and the 


circling planets moved in glorious equability : but 


| De Lolme falſely applied the harmony of the ſyſ- 
tem of nature to the Engliſh government, where 
| attraftion and repulſion (we know-it) are never 


equivalent to reſt ; where there has been, and there 


will be, revolution—not the natural turning of the 
earth, ſhedding the bleſſings of the year; but the 


unnatural proceedings of men, ſpreading the curſ es 


of mortality. However his libration, the effect 


of fighting and dividing, if it be a neceſſary princi- 


ple of government, proves the poſition of Mr- 


- Hobbs, viz. that the human condition is a ſtate o. 
war; and thus eſtabliſhes directly (or at leaſt inf 
directly) all the perfidy and cruelty of civilized 


and uncultivated man. Thus, this bringing ſome 


good out of all the evil in life, puts plainly all the 


ſedition of civility, and fierceneſs of barbarity : 
Governors deſtroy millions ſecretly and openly o 


maintaiu their places, and humour their caprices ; 1 


and 
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1 
and the people brood miſchief, and ſometimes riſe 
in deſperation againſt inhuman rule: Whence, af. 
ter a ſeries of years, the lurking and the gathering 
flame burſts out like hidden fire i in the MEN of a 
volcano to utter demolition. © 
| Now, that I may put a caſe, I will is that 10 
never was, nor never will be, any convulſion in 
England. In all the ſtruggles of contending par- 


ties, there is (we know it) uncertainty; and if vic- 


tory follow to one or the other fide (as it muſt) the _ 


balance is loſt. (Here I am not fool enough to 
| confine my argument to a ſenate, which in the pre- 
ſent day is a ſort of ſham battle to amuſe the peo- 
ple ; for the ſwinith multitude are ſure to ſuffer by 
the nominal wars, as they are to die i in the real 
Wars.) But in ſuch contentzons we ſee one and the 
ſame fide always vittorjous ; if they be not ge- 
nerous, like the ſatiated lion, that gives what he 
cannot eat to the little jackall, that hunts the game 
for his prowling majeſty. And now, if that fide 
bas, or plays the ball at pleaſure, I may well a 
—Where is your conflitution 2 4 
Now this conſtitution, in the boaſted fenſe, i is a 
compound, monarchic, baronic, and civic; and 
theſe eſtates appear to me too contending for hap- 
pineſs and longevity; and too oppoſite to conſti- 
tute a reaſonable whole. From the. firſt comes 
(if there be ſuch) the tyranny of England; from 
the ſecond flows (underſtand the word) the villa- 
nage of 3 and from the third and laſt pro- 
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1 (Iam not . to ſay 10 the property of 
England. Now this tripple mixture is like the 
trinity in unity, if you divide the ſubſtance you 


will diſcover the parts very unequal : but the bet- 


ter way is to lump, and ſwallow, as arch biſhops. 


do by the trinity: it is ſaid the pill makes the fleſh _ : 
of ſome to creep ; but on ot ſtomachs it do not 


operate. | 
oe, Bollanc, cerebri 


5 Felicem 1 
O john Bull! what a conſtitution you ot = 
Now, neighbours! if Jou doing the bloody ſa- 


| 1 of your religious and gracious high prieſt, 


be at the ſame time promoting your own intereſts, 
tis ſtrange indeed. "Tis cre. you may, if you 


_ pleaſe, argue as follows. “If I fall in the faith- 


ful cauſe of my king, the PEER is honourable ; and 
then I lay ſnug enough: I feel none of the wants, 
and long for none of the comforts of life.. And if 


my wife and children be hungry and cold, and 


trembling at the frowns of true Britons, why the 


beſt to me is, that I am careleſs about it. If I 
loſe a leg or two, I have a chance, with ſome dif. 


ficulty, to be an out-penſioner of Chelſea,” Again, 
in paying great ſums and penſions to your lords to 
keep it up in ſpending with the frugal and moral 
princes of the blood, you hardly better your con- 
dition—to lords, that many of them buy nobility 


with your own money—to lords, whoſe province 


* 


* Vide Hor. T1 Sat. 10. | 
1 it 


Fa 


1 


1 


it is to make a majority of yourſelves againſt your- 
ſelves to lords, that thus render your conſtitu- 
tion nominal; and defence of real and perſonal 
property from power ineffectual; and ſo make if 
(what you call) Engliſh liberty curious as the moon, 
and various as the weather—to lords, that force 


you to pour your golden oblations, in profuſion, 


to your excellent king and prieſt, and preſs you to 
go his righteous errands to the continent, and elſe- 
Where. Tis true, you are handſomely dreſſed en 
militaire in theſe pleaſant trips, that you may re- 
turn nobly to your (long) home. Laſtly, at your 
ov trade or occupation, perhaps, you act for 
| yourſelf and your family; if they gave you peace 
at your buſineſs, and made you cheriſh the prolific 
. tree of monarchy in plenty, or even luxury, you 


need not, and you would not, repine: you might 
then, without any other army than a navy, laugh at 


the threats of invaſion, chink the caſh, eat beef 
and pudding, and drink porter. Your caſe is 


different: Maſter George! (ſays Sangrada the ſtate 


doctor) John Bull is too hot, and too fat; he 
wants bleeding and ſcalding, pleaſe you | This is 
the phlebotomy of refined policy; domeſtic aſſoci- 
ations are broken by copious taxation, and foreign 
expeditions. Vet Billy Sangrado ſhould mind his 
head, for the human body fainting contains a ſoul 


more alive in abuſed dignity. A laſt effort, an ex- 


piring ſtruggle may be enough to turn out a bad 


s if not to ruin a. rotten e And 
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| though government be ſecure, that Britiſh vio. 


tence cannot ruſh forth, headed by a Wat Tyler, 


yet popular reaſon- can be > Provoked. to ſudden | 
deſperation. ; | 


If the conftimtion. can hold in this way, it muſt 


be like the real conſtitutions of the ſchools, which | 


(philoſophers tell us) ſupport all the objetts in life; 
and which, though intirely inſenfible, they aſſert : 


to be the cauſe of all that we perceive—the whole 
ſenſible world: But, perhaps, as it requires little | 
ſagacity to prove that ſchoolmen make exiſtence an 
_ enchanted caſtle, by their poſition of impercepti- 


ble, unknown. ſomethings, that ſo are equivalent 
to nothings, except the floating viſions of a dream; 


in like manner our politicians making all the gifts 
ol nature to flow from what they call our happy 
conſtitution, only amuſe the public with a notion, 


an ideal ſomething- A farther likeneſs between 
the hypotheſis of ſchools and ftates is, that as the 


former have their conſtitutions eternal and unal- 


terable; however organized matter or body changes; 


fo the civil conſtitution of our ſtateſmen (we know 
it) lives after all the abuſes of policy, and loſſes of 


the country; after the virtues of our patriots, and | 
lives and properties of our people are, in a great 


degree, gone away for ever. But yet they tell us, 


the conſtitution can ſtand, for it has three feet; 


and thus they brought it to the argument of a 
Manks halfpenny (guocungue -jeceris Habit) and 


our 


1 s 1 
our harlequin ever and anon tumbles: but does 
ſuch ſomerſet ating promiſe the bleſſing of 1 


fifth commandment? I aſk farther, Is it not poſ- 
ſible for, harlequin to fall, and to break his bones? 


Tis true, he balanced himſelf ſome time in this 8 05 


rope. dancing way; and poized, at the ſame time, 
the glaſs of liberty on his noſe. But conſider, the 
underſtanding of harlequin is ſtill a rope pulled 
tight between oppoſite parties; and if tenſion hap- 
pen to break it, mind him! down, down, he goes! 
Beſide, the glaſs of liberty is brittle, and full of 
inflammable air, that, indeed, may cauſe it to burſt. 


Hcvever, the glories of harlequin, and the charms 


of his glaſs, ought to be left alone, and believed 

like the doQtrine of the trinity; for they are all 
very ſubtile and evaneſcent. . 
1 have reaſon to think that few, except deep di- 
vines, can comprehend this ſame truth of the trinity; 
but whoſo can may, well enough after that, believe 
the myſteries of goverment, or any thing elfe the 
moſt perplexed. I flatter me, that I can illuſtrate | 
it myſelf; and, hang me! if ever I knew an areh bi- 
| ſhop do ought but ſhadow it. Now Athanaſius 
(if he be the author of the chapter called his creed) 
is a ghoſtly tory, all the ſame as certain champions 
on the highway in Ierne are bodily ones: by the 
former and the latter you are prefſed with the 
_ ſtrongeſt argument in the world: you are com- 
manded to give away your money to ſave younn 
body; and your belief to fave your ſoul. There 
OR | 1 5 . , 
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is (we know it) no reaſonable right in other 3 


but the ſtrongeſt claim that can be, viz. that of 


power : Then you had better to cry up Credo, elſe 


you are in a damn 'd bad way. After ward, to hin- 
der you to murmur (we may now leave the bodily 


tory, who don't care what we think) at ſuch hard 


treatment, you are warned at your peril neither to 
divide the ſubſtance, nor confound the perſons. 


But behold you! whether you try to demonſtrate 


ſympathetically or analytically, you of neceſſity 
divide the whole, or confound the parts; you 


therefore tranſgreſs, and labour in vain; therefore 
then turn away before your head reels in making 


the fame circle ever and anon; and the very logic 


of the chapter inſinuates this idea, in the aſtoniſh- 


45 ing way of the ſchools profound circumlocution! 


When I was a little one, and uſed to ſpell to 


my mother out of an Engliſh grammar, entitled 
Reading made Eaſy, (in word and deed it was 


the eaſieſt ſort of government I ever did or will ex- 
perience ; and had been, vivere ut velis, liberty | 


only for my father and his Hazel-rod) I ſay in 
that my golden age, I once upon a time tied a 
dying mouſe to the tail of a young cat, and the 
play ful little cat friſked round and round to ſeize 
it, and the tail and it followed of courſe. In this : 
vertiginous way the kitten got ſo giddy that ſhe 


fell, and roſe, and fell again; and a little reco- 
vercd, ſhe purred angrily, and ran away ; in going, 
ſhe whiſked her tail againſt a chair, and the mouſe. 

PIR. 


} 


7 N | 
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dropped off. Toby, an old one, lounging by the 
fire, tempted me to repeat my trick with him; and I 
was happy in the idea that he would argue in a 
circle, like the innocent divines and the kitten. But 
behold you! Toby, making his tail and whiſkers 
meet, gave a good idea of the Egyptian ſymbol of 
the year, viz. a ſerpent with his tail in his mouth; 
or of a planet in the ecliptic, in that his eccentric 
figure departed from a circle to an ellipſe: and 
now with as demure a face as a prieſt at the ſacra- 
ment, he fwallows the body and blood of—a mouſe! 
Then letting his tail gradually down, and his head 
gracefully inelined, he minded one of a ſmooth 
communicant reſuming his ſeat. Indeed, people 
are much diverted and puzzled by circling and 
controverſy : but if mankind would, as Foby did 
by the-mouſe, ſwallow without wheeling about to 
catch, they might, like that wiſe cat, ſave them 
abundance of trouble, Elle they only exhauſt 


them, and get angry, as the young one and leave 


- 11 cauſe of vexation. 


I fancy that it will be granted, 1 all bons 
| pepe that I know a good deal of the civil and 
religious bleſſings of our government ; and ſtill, 
| I do declare, that though I have heard and read 
much about the palladium (what they call) of the 
conſtitution, 1 am entirely aſtray whether or not it 
be a piece of metal or paper, the Magna Charta, 
or the Bill of Rights, or ſo forth: but if ſo (I take 
= V/A an kN -of ſtones, the Jn pledge of 
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covenant in 8 days of yore (which the firſt 
wantonneſs rolled in the duſt) had been a depoſit ” 
as good: and it ts notorious, that thoſe caſy bonds 
of primitive ſimplicity were more revered—more 
piouſly kept than the royal treaties and ſureties of 
this religious and enlightened age. We are told 
that the French, for aitucking father Scheld in his 


| bed, and the like profanations, rouſed the divine 
: powers of Europe to puniſh ſuch horrid impicties. 


I cannot ſee why Dutch pedlars and double dealers 


thould monopolize the convenience of that river; 
and fo run their goods and ſmuggle, as to injure 


and exclude the reſt of the world: but perhaps 


| God deſtined it before the foundation of the world, 
_ (whatever time that was) for thoſe rich vefſels of 
election and reprobation, as he did the Indians and 
| Aﬀricans—the brown ſons of Aurora, and the 


black boys of Guinea, to our noble ſelyes; for 
his mercy (as the long runs) endureth for ever! EF 


am not fo impious as to hint that the Almighty was 
bribed over by fat merchants; but if himſelf (or 


his earthly agents, that pretend excluſive patents 
of his ſovereiga knowledge, and arbitrary. com- 


miſſions of riling his omnipotence) be too fond of 


Mynheer the banker, or any other rich ones. in 


the world; if ſo, 1 ſay ſuch commerce proves him 
- a reſpetter. of perſons; and if he be ſuch a God, 
more ſhame for him, ſay I! 'Tis true, the Freneh 


atheiſts {as our divines and miniſters call them) : 


; light well; and there is a falling off on the Part © of ; 


„„ „„ og Op com- 


f 
| Lombiited religion : whence I take the liberty of | 
pronouncing the pious powers of backſliding armies; 
The palladium of Troy was to the Trojans what 
_ theirs is to the Engliſh, only that it was a good 
deal more fubſtantial and material. Somebody 
ſtole it out of the tower of Troy, and then the 
Trojans lay at the mercy of the Greeks; for after 
loſing this divine pledge, that was juſt tantamount 
to Britiſh liberty; it was vain to fight. Now, I 
ſuppoſe, if any one (inſtance Mr. P—) ran away 
Vith the palladium of England, out of the tower 
of London, or wherever it be, I ſuppoſe that John 
Bull would begin a-crying, and ſit down, and 
contend no longer for his property, Our palla- 
dium (if I take it right) 1 is a mixture of ſpiritual i 
and temporal, and ſo makes up two thirds of tri- 
nity; whence we may call it duplicity. Henry the 
Eighth ſnatched the glorious head of it from the 
Roman pontiff: but if the hot amours of Harry 
had not ſtimulated him againſt his Holineſs of 
Rome, that aſſumes the right of meddling with 
other ſtates,.the Engliſh had long ago ſpurned ſuch 


4 ſtrange ſpirituality in, name, but temporality in 


deed. However, their rejecting, in complaiſance 
to Harry, the uſurped infallibility of a regular 
prieſt, was no good ground of giving the reverfion 
to himſelf, a furious lay divine before; but by 
this acquiſition, a deyouring, unconſecrated, un- 


holy Pope: and yet this is he of ſtill bleſſed me- 5 


1 morp, who afforded the happy occaſion then, and 
25 1 © | 8 


t 


rightoous boſs of our priefts ever ſince, viz. the _ 
be an the Church of TO: with 156 ; blood of i 


athers ! 
'F or my own part, I cannot think dag any mo- 
narch in Europe follows the order of Melchiſe- 


deck, king of Salem; for any old clothes-man in 5 
London vill tell you, Salem means peace; but (I 


take it) European kings are of the order of Sabaoth. 


Nor can 1 diſcoyer how any of them rightly pre- 
tends the agency of Chriſt, who was noted for 


humility and poverty ; who never plotted againſt 


the life of any body; and who, ſo far from having 
armies and caſtles to defend himſelf and his doc- 


trines, had not a place to hide his head from the 


ſeverity of the ſeaſons; or a friend in the evil day, 
but inconſtant Peter, to ſave him from a murder- 


ing race, a perſecuting prieſthood! 
The ſtatue of our religious and gracious king, ir in 


the Leverian Muſeum, by the nice chiſſel of Mrs, 


Damer, is nobly executed indeed; ſor that handy 
lady hit off all the lagacity in his face: and this ſame 
ſtatue has, perhaps, better claim to the order and 
kingdom of Salem, than any king of chem all. If it 
be objected, that a great and glorious and vidorious 


king be in nature mild and pacific, I will anſwer | 


that one Maſter Billy P— tt marks him out croſs 


and bloody leſſons, which he gets by heart, like a 8 


good boy at ſchool, and ſays to himſelf again, all the 


ſame as Jacky Bull renders the (Quodvis verbum!) 


ak 8 of Doftor N word for ward. But 


Mrs. | 


% 


I. or 4 


Mrs. 9 handicraft has this e oyer : 
the Almighty's work, viz. that it would never 
mind the bad lectures of ſuch a fellow, and never 
ſpeak or mean harm, though he kicked in fits 
fort 


If any man by a king, he is (I contend) the = 


der or cruel maſter of ſervants or ſlaves; for if he 
cannot do as he lifts, the people rule him: and 


thus he ceaſes to be a king in deed, and is only one 


in name. 1 will put familiar caſes: when King _ 


Charles the martyr could not raiſe ſhip-money, 
and ſo forth, he really ceaſed to be a king in the 


5 loſs of his power, as much as he afterwards did to 


be a man in the want of his head: but when his 
preſent majeſty (God ſave the king!) raiſed ſuch 


great ſums to conduct the preſent cruiſade, and 
' ſuch vaſt ſpills of gold to ſubſidize other princes, | 
he ſhewed him a real king: and tis true, he be- 

haved politely the other day, in thanking them for 
what they could not keep from him. Upon the 
whole, if it ſhall ever happen that he cannot take 


all he may want, he then ceaſes to be—a king. 
Now J will leaye kings, and go to their faithful 
and humble partners, tbe prieſts, without whom 


they had never eſtabliſhed or maintained the divine 
right of doing as they pleaſe: for ſince thouſands 


of his ſubjects are ſtronger (I will not ſay wiſer) 


 _ than ſome king, they had never fought for, and 
ſeryed! * as Tony as N coach-horles, if they 


wy 


FS . 


Exp, 8 


1 2 5 


were. net broken from their fu nature, and 
tamed by prieſts to go the way the rider drives. | 

The prieſts of all religions are governors of 
children, that they argue and ſtartle out of their 


minds, and even their ſenſes : they admoniſh theit 


trembling. diſciples ;—* If you behave obedient 


to our commands, you ſhall go to heaven, a 
place fo infinitely glorious and happy, that you 


cannot have the moſt diſtant conception of it: 
but if you prove rebellious to us, you ſhall go to 
hell, to lakes of liquid fire and brimſtone, where 
there is weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Mahomed told his Muffulmen, that if they conti- 


nue the paſſive ſervants and ſoldiers of his religion, 


they mult be tranſlated to a paradiſe of eaſtern en- 
chantments ; to iſlands of delicious produdts; to 
groves of ſinging birds; to meadows ſprinkled | 
with flowers, and waſhed with ſweet nvers, hard 


| by whoſe falls, and murmurs, and greener banks, 


they ſhall embrace choirs of blooming and willing 
nymphs; where rapture ſings the live long day, 


and ſteals away the night, to charm the dancing 
and the circling hours, in diviner gardens and ſera- 
_ glios, where, ſecure of ſatiety and pain, blifſes 
Fim for ever and for ever! Thus the human paſ- 


ſions are caught, and hence people fall the volun< 
tary victims of governors. Religious perſons, 


however weak, are the proudeſt and moſt intem- 
perate in the world: wer. give up their lives and 


8 25 
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properties here for the glories and crowns of an 
ideal world; they look at mankind in the aggre- 
gate with pity or malignity, as their natures are 
good or bad, going (as they are perſuaded) to 
eternal perdition. The zealot that deſpiſes this 
Vorld and its bleſſings (with more than the avari- 
cious pride of a conqueror trampling the nations) 
graſps at heavenly honours, that his burning fancy. - 
eyes with perſuaſion ſtronger than certainty. The 5 3 
Brachman that is his own executioner, that mortifies | ; 
. | every ſenſe, that invites the uglieſt death, and re- | 
ioices in his own inhuman groans, does all through 
the greateſt ſelfiſhneſs, viz. that he may wheel about 
to life a Rajah or a Sultan. Thus we behold the 
cork ambition whirled about on the gulph that 
S ſwallows downexiſtence. to the ſhades of an here- 
after: thus we perceive the diſcontent of man at 
equal participation; the ſame ideas of outſtripping 
and over-reaching that agitates his life, irritates his 
| dying pulſe: the laſt throb of his heart is diſho» 
ngneſt; for the extraordinary riches and dignities 
that mocked his vital purſuits, are embraced, with 
panting avarice, in the viſionary dreams of im- 
mortal hope. Yet even the goſpel is againſt all 
this ſelfiſhnels and avariciouſneſs: the goſpel in- 
cCulcates the charity, and the duty, of dividing and 
| partaking the goods of time in charming commu- 
nion; and the Apoſtles devoted their lives and 
fortunes, in the burnings and freezings of the 
Zones, to 18 8 men to vital, to ſocial duties. Is 


4 k : 4 3 : it | — 
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it not abominable piety to bet our Docles, as . 
to render us uſeleſs to all the purpoſes of life, in 


order (as they have it) to gratify the good God 
that made us? Is it not horrid to-think that the 


Creator formed us to be tortured and perſecuted - 


here, in order to. be fit for happineſs in eternity ? 
It is the creed of diſhoneſty, and the buſineſs of 


tyranny : Prieſts ery up, how few ſhall be age, 5 


The direct conſequence muſt be, that God is 
eternal tyrant, ſince he made us (the great jay 


rity of us) to be damned. What a fooliſh quibble 


of making it eternal juſtice (becauſe Adam and 


Eve, as it is related, eat an apple) that the human 
race ſhould be the ſlaves and victims of inhuman, 
vengeful tyrants here; and the everlaſting ſacri- 


fices of torturing omnipotence. Men ſurely are 
to take the imperfect bleſſings of this life in a mo- 
ral and ſocial manner; and that is the voice and 


ſpirit of the goſpel. But our modern Apoſtles are 
mercenary to the laſt degree of unmercifulneſs, 


and ſo intirely oppoſite to the old ones: the old 


ones gave their own goods to feed, and their own 
lives to emancipate men from inhuman religions: 


the modern ones beat down the multitude to the i 
huſks of ſwine, and the brick and ſtraw of bon- 


dage, and ſeize their bread, the fruits of their 
induſtry, in order to elevate themſelves to dg- 
nity, and to cheriſh vicious luxury! 

The waters of time that ſap the ſtony pyramid; 


and a e chat ſcatter groſsneſs, and weeds, 


and 155 
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a horror, i in the halls where 1 4 life, 
and pleaſure, charmed and deceived the waſting 
years, waſh away the ſtated marks and laws of 


opinion, and ſweep the current ſyſtems of religion 


along with their artificial channels. The wrecks 
1 of viciſſitude, and billows of change, (though EXEC 


crated by their covetous promoters, and rapacious 


authors, the ſons of fortune and managers of 


power) have been, and will be, the very means of 


5 ſaving the riſing generations from the poiſons of 0 


treachery, and the engines of cruelty. The retail- 


ers of enthufiaſm are in raptures at the eve of their 
millenium, or (as they have it) a thouſand years 


promiſed to the ſaints: I am not ſuperſtitious 


enough to imagine that imperfett beings can ever 


be ſatisfied, Or perfealy happy, at leaſt, in our 
preſent ſtate ; though 1 am certain that we might 


be ſo in a ſuperlative degree to what we are. 


From comparing the world with itſelf, I find that, : 


however circumſtances and times change their 


faces, man is in general the ſame; for the imagi- 
nation of his heart, at leaſt when he travels i in the 
walks of ambition, is evil and inimical, and no- 

thing elſe. This evil imagination at laſt deſtroys 
all moral communication; and hence, though we 
have no floods of water to drown the world, we 


have revolutions of thinking againſt eſtabliſhed. 
| wickedneſs, and ſo deluges of blood to alter the 
face of nature. The great and the learned ones of 


| the earth (becauſe tempted away from reaſon by 


E : ” their 
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their paſſions, wo blinded ont of hay: ſenſis by 
their intereſts) cannot anticipate, or rather will 
not prevent this red fluctuation; for, to them, it 
were not life out of their Elyſian haunts, the ſeats 
of their joys, and the caſtles of their treaſures. 
And therefore to ſecure themfelves, they are fair- 
to hold faſt the old and rotten modes of living; 
and to force mankind (a thing impoſſible) to think 
as they, their lords and maſters, pleaſe. Thus, high 
and lettered man, before now, ſubſided to the 
common level; and the low and ignoble multitude — \ 
roſe to rank and diſtinction as a part of the ſpecies, - 
and ſhewed their kindred to the ſun of reaſon— 
the Parent of light and truth the living God — 
tde Father of all! If che abuſe of the children of _ 1 
pedigree and nobility has before, and will again 
ftimulate them tg take the guidance of the dazzling | Da 
car; and if even the world be ſcorched: by unna- 
tural flames, yet half the crime is not theirs, while . 
all the praiſe of humanity attends the daring and 
ſhe loving attempt. This erſt has been, and muſt 
© be ſtill the emancipation of the ſpecies. - This, in 
my mind, is the only millenium, or rather the age 
of reaſon, that returns to the reviled and perſe- 
cuted, to the ſwiniſh herd (as they are badly called) 
LE ſhare of the common things of life; and their 
place as creatures, and children of a bountiful and | 


a merciful Creator. 
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1 Page 33 ſince the Hibernian ſaint, Ke.) 
Ti is true, the hiſtoriographers of Ireland are at preſent as 
fond of fiction as their champions and fathers were of 
: chivalry i in times paſt away. O Faddy B. —el what 4 


_ pious rhapſody your chaſte Erato made on the late ſpot- 


leſs Queen of F.! But I requeſt of my readers to con- 
ſult the great Anglo-Gzlic critic, Colonel Vallancey, about 


the virtues of Hazel and miracles of Patrick; fince this 


gentleman. made out an accidence for himſelf to ſtudy the 


lovely tones of the brogue ; and obtained from the R. I. A. 
a medal of gold, to hang from his neck, for diſproving 
the bad ſlander of Doctor Campbell, viz. that the antient 


Bardi of Ireland uſed bagpipes and not harps : Or, Vide 
=, Ogygeia Domini Milefii O Flaherty ſut finam. 
9 Si talias, propter obſcura Bardorum tempora, | 

fabulis proxima videantur; vel fi bene, de falſis Britan- 5 


niæ et Galliæ bardis, Lucano credatur : 


(Vos quoque qui fortes animas, belloque peremptos | 
Laudibus, in longum, Vates, dimittitis vum, 
© Plurima ſecuri fudiſtis carmina Bardi.) 


Tamen, quin de noftris, procertis habeantur, veriſſumis 
| Bardis, nihil obſtat: Et quo magis ercdas, genium hu- 


juſce beatz telluris in animum in ducas. O Deus loci! 
nomine Patricio inſignite! quena, nec fruſtra, terrenæ co- 


piam frugis, vimve corporis, Soliſtam ortu quam occaſu, 
Indies precamur. O ſancte Pater! Inſulz noſtræ Tu- 


_ tela! ora pro nobis; nam tu, baculo fælicis, coryli ma- 


num regente, Harpias, furias infernas, Animalia et mala 


et rabida omnia verberiſti, turbaſti, et trans mare, 1 regi⸗ 
8 8 iſtam barbaram et * Britanniam Hibernia 
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To 15 Nw Athanaf jus is a ehottly Tory, Kc. 
The word Tory is the imperative (not precative) mode 7 
taking contributions on the king s roads in Ireland. There 
were Senators of this order (called of the halter) "ſome 
time in LO but. now "I. are all, it is aid, em- 


„ a OE 


; ) AS «tt 


nours and A WY - 
Page 18.—Rich ee 1 election and reprobation 5 
. J 'Tis true the Calvinifts have ſcripture for their 
| faith, viz, that God made veſſels, ſome to honour, and 
others to. diſhonour : : and the Deiſts that riſe ſo many in 
the preſent day, have all the reaſon in the world, and 
Puffendorf to boot, to ſupport their argument, viz. that | 
ſo God is a deſpot or tyrant in the dire reaſon or pro- 
portion of power ; for they, perhaps well, deny the will 
of a nature perfect to do injuſtice, ' though they grant his 
omnipotence. Now the diſpute turns on a fimple pivot, 
viz. follow, as you pleaſe, Calvin and the bible, or rea- 
ſon and Puffendorf. The teſtimonies of the former, and 
the evidences of the latter claſhing, ſhew to my mind the 
Deiſts and Calviniſts fighting in the unequal and ethereal 
way of the Pigmies and Cranes :—the Pigmies, with their 
ſhort and ſenſible weapons, wanting to wound the C ranes, 
_ ruſtling and e and TTY from the ee and 
ties. 1 
Page 18.—For his merey endureth for ever, Ke.] 
The 135th Pſalm, our Allelujah, or loud thankſgiving, 
to the God of armies for his mercies, is after all a ghoſtly 
ſong. You are to take note, that father Abraham was 
met, in gratulation, after a bloody battle, by Melchiſe- 
deck, that (nullis majoribus orto) ſtrange fiſh, without 
father o or mother, beginning of days or end of life, and 
ah fo 90 the me I cannot N obſerving, chat He was 
| | neither | 


©" 


4 PE. 


| pn REY or Welſhman, or he had N his 
lineage beyond the creation, or even the Julian peri- 
od, into the old houſes of China, that flouriſhed (if yon 
bdelieve an honeſt philoſopher Confuſius) long, long 


before either. But perhaps he was a grunter of the ſwiniſh 


| multitude, ſinee they grumble (Quid opus ſtemmate 
longo ?) and ſpurn pedigree. However, this pacific hog, 
or prince, or what you will, was terrified (one is tempted _ 
to think) at the grim whiſkers of the Patriarch, when he 
faid, In thy. ſeed ſhall all the kingdoms of the earth be © 
Bleſſed. But, on ſecond thinking, there is as good cauſe 
to accuſe him of avarice as cowardice; in that, like all 
his order fince, he was intereſted in militant plunder; for 
the father of the faithful gave him a tenth of his ſpoils: - 
thus his holineſs, the king of Salem, encouraged the 
glories and mercies of fighting; and eſtabliſhed he church - 
militant here an earth,” Now it is worthy of noting how 
the ſons of Abraham, the choſen of God, bleſſed the na- 
| tions: they plundered and murdered Schon, king of the 15 
Amorites, and Og, king of Baſan, and many more, 
5 whoſe heritage God gave to Jacob his ſervant, for hir 
mercy endureth for ever! In like way we kill the French, 
J mean we kill the French in idea; and the goſpel, we 
know it, makes the will criminal as the deed ;—we kill 
the French to fave their ſouls, and uſe their ſpoils; be- 
caſe, as the True Briton has it, and our holy religion 


inculcates, we are the-choſen people, and militant prieft- 


hood, in favour after the Jews ;—becauſe Mother Bri- 

tannia wants to ſport her the fierce miſtreſs, and red Bel- 
Jona of the earth. 

| Page 18. 'Tis true, French Ade kee. Atheiſm, 57 

- if I underſtand the orthodoxy, ſignifies ſcepticiſm or 

doubting about the theory and practice of prieſts. The 

French are ſceptics to the piety and infallibility of all 


8 3 1 


| | | rivals um hierarchies on 3 and in ſuch 
Pn a ke are atheiſts. | Kings and prieſts are long 1 
| gods) and divines of this world; and hence to deny them 


1 : paſiive obedience and faith, is always atheiſm and infide- 
1 FE lity. - Inſtance the divine right of kings againſt the con- 
3 ſent of the people, which if any one deny he is a Jaco- 
8; bin; and, by conſequence, an. atheiſt, and ſo only fit to 
= die, or at beſt to ſalute the kangaroo in a colony of thieves | 
a and robbers. Inſtande, on the part of prieſts, the doc+ 
bo trine of trinity in unity : here divines compoſed a logical 
= chapter that they have to be the creed of all men; and if |} 
bf any body don't take it fo he is an infidel, and hence they 
= ſentence him to eternal damnation. Now about kings 
= the French have fatisfied millions, and they have ſtag- | 
if # gered catholic faith to madneſs; for at this day, prieſts 
90 and biſhops are teaching chriſtianity: by the tharpeſt argu- 
| i A ments in the world, viz. the points of ſwordand bayonet; 
N = by weapons and engines of death. But about this hard 
. chapter (made by a group of furious monks, who minced 
1 . their own logic to nothing to ſuit it to their purpoſes of 
FOE a fighting) ] take liberty to think that they only uſed words 
1 RE, without ideas; and that if they ſubſtituted any notions. 
b: 5 to names, whoſe proper ſenſes they took away, they are 
" | | notions uncharitable and terrible in the extreme: whence 
8 this jumble of blind quibble, I contend, could neither be 
i! a a creed to others, or even to themſelves. To believe that 
j N one is three, and vice verſa, at one and the ſame time, is 
ö } impoſſible; andthe French, being thus incredulous, are odi- 
3 ous infidels to human, or rather inhuman divines. While 
lb „„ it i plain that this doctrine, if a truth, deſtroys the pro- 
4 8 greſs and difference of number, in giving different quan- 
| - *- ities exact equation, and, in ſhort, leads to prove any 
1 . thing, viz. that a man is a horſe and vice verſa, at one 
FDF the ſame time. Tis re rieſte may ſhew them 
1 | ol | . | oe Unbe: 


e 


undekevers of their traditional miracles and eyes 
but cannot prove them infidels to truth, for only ufing 
and abiding by reaſon, the glorious candle whieh God 


Himſelf gave to light our darkſome road from ths beaft 


nee F the ſbade the brutes that periſh. | 
Page 24.—What a fooliſh quibble, &c.] That Adam 
bs accountable directly for all the accumulating wicked- 
| heſs of life, and that his poſterity are puniſhable. inverſely © 
back in his tranſgreſſion, is at leaſt contrary to reaſon, 
But (to wave this ſevere tenet of our faith, that ſtamps 
on the face of divine perfection the horrid character of 
eternal injuſtice) I would aſk divines, who live, many „ 
them in luxuty, by the old Adam, or the Devil, if _ 
_ Chriſt died for all men, why do they deny him to the _ 
people of Aurpra and Afric! Is it becauſe Ham laughed 


2 at the ſolemn intemperance of his father Noah, that thoſe 


called his race are given, by their chriſtian charity, to 
temporal and eternal perdition? Or is it becauſe ſuch nei- 
ther know nor believe their art of logic, or ſchool- divinity, 
that they pronounce them ſlaves and infidets? Or ra- 
ther, is it becauſe the ſun his pencil marked their ſkins 
with a browner ſhade, that they make over their bodies 
to earthly princes, and their fouls to the prince of dark- 
neſs? Why do they deny the act of redeeming grace to 
the great bulk of themſelves? Do they not thus ſhew 
mankind to be created for damnation, and Jeſus to die in 
* vain, in their paucity of the elect? Do they not thus give 
up all majeſty and power to the prince (as they call him) 
of this world? But all their powers are laviſhed to demon- 
ſtrate the kingdom of this Pluto, or black prince; for 
Vithout 250 their honours and poem had not flouriſhed 
5 ſo long. 
Some 3 n have it, that 7 os dying be- 
| fore the ow of | OY wank be waſhed with holy wa- 
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L | ter, MES or not "RIPE though they muſt confeſs | 
| that neither the fin of Adam, or the want of baptiſm, or 


premature death, ought to bring a curſe on helpleſs 
innocence. Mr. Wincheſter, the preacher of univerſal 
reſtoration, or rather rotation, fays, that all the nations 
and people of the earth will come in for the act of grace 


in their regular turns; and thus they are heirs and chil- 


dren of the redemption, all the ſame as the royal family 
are heirs to the crown, though only one at a time can _ 
have it. Thus, I take it, he leaves the great majority 
in a damned way. Richard Brothers, the prince and pro- 


phet of Paddington- ſtreet, teaches better doctrine than 


any of them all; for he promiſes to ſtop deluges of blood, 


: and to give the hghting: world a millenium of * _— 
| reſt. {4 


1 the 3 8 (as we call it) of our 


| great grandmother Eve for apples, is to one in a ſocial . 


temper, an humorous affair. The apples, we are told 


by the Roman poet, was the prelude or ſignal to the amo- 
rous ſports of the * and ſwains, in the POE: 6 or 
_ golden days: 


Me malo Galatea petit laſciva nll” a of 
Now loving Eve the apple threw, 

| And Adam charm'd to blifles flew. | 
But, to be more ſerious, the ſimple figures of the bible 
(allegory is the earlieſt, and ſo the ſimpleſt ſtile) taken in 
the colder and literal way of reading, without regard to 
mythology, have made abſurdity and perplexity in the 
comments of chriſtians. The caſe of the tree of know- 

zedge, of good and evil, is plainly an eaftem figure, 


| touching the effect of experience and ſcience on indivi- 


duals and nations. The acquiſition of knowledge en- 


; wen ever and anon the 7955 of 88 n co-exiſtenee 


of 


: | of FRF = and evil in our 8 has ever mites oppaſites; | 
andcheated and diſturbed private and public life: this ſubtle - 
connection of pleaſure and pain baffled always the ſagacity 
of the wiſe to ſeparate; and made bitterneſs and thorns _ 
| ta the ſons of mortality that pant for honey and happineſs 
along the deceitful ridge of time. Now, even according 
to Moſes, Adam and his rib were far-from living happily 
in the garden: agreeably to the Moſaic ſtory they were 
; tempted and deceived by forbidden fruit, in ſome ſort, 


in the ſhades of Eden, as Tantalus in the ſhades below: 


whence we gather that, bateing the natural careleſsneſs of 
te ſavage ſtate (as poets and navigators deſcribe oriental 
manners, before their corruption by European policy and 
 villainy), man was always ſubje& to good and evil—the © 

fruits of knowledge. All countries hold traditions of a 
golden time, when early bards celebrate, and tranſmit 
their worthies as gods; when man is given in a diviner 
and greater dreſs to poſterity, that take themſelves to be 
. degenerate, merely from fiction and ſtory. Enterprizers 
and maſters have often caught this human weakneſs to 


their own advancement. Thus the caſe before us was 


haply invented by the cunning legiſlator of the Jews, who | 
had his education in the ſchool and court of Egypt, to 
ſilenee their murmurs at wanderings in the wilderneſs : or 
may be, by ſome earlier ſage, wanting the cauſe of plea- 
ſure and pain in the puzzling maze of human condition. 
However, after ſuperſtition draws in her darkening wings, 
and the beams of ſcience ſcatter the horrors and monſters 
of her ſhade, the illumined viſion ſpurns the deceptions 
of myſtery, and takes down the mortal divinity from the _ 
old nich of devotion, to try him by the criterion Ny Wund 5 
the light of reaſon. f 
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